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What kind of SEN provision is available at Penn 

Hall School  ? 

Penn Hall School is a local authority maintained 

special school  designated to educate pupils with 

a wide range of special educational need and 

disability in the categories of : 

 physical disability,  

 severe learning disability,  

 profound and multiple learning difficulty  

 sensory impairments 

 autism spectrum condition.  

 Speech,  language and communication  

difficulties 

 Complex medical needs 

Many of our pupils have co-occurring difficulties. 

The school is currently commissioned for up to 

103 pupils.  

What is the admissions process for Penn Hall 

School ? 

Admissions are co-ordinated by Wolverhampton 

Special Educational Needs Statutory Assessment 

and Review Team (SENSTART 01902 555961).  

Pupils at Penn Hall School are funded according 

to need; this  is decided by the SEN team. All 

funding received by school is directly linked to 

pupils. All pupils attending or wishing to attend 

Penn Hall School must have an EHC Plan or be in 

the process of being  assessed for one. 

 

How will Penn Hall School identify and assess my 

child’s special educational needs? 

 

Pupils are placed by the Local Authority at Penn 

Hall following consideration of all multi-agency 

evidence by the placement panel of the LA. On 

admission, the LA will provide a copy of all 

assessments previously undertaken with the 

child by the relevant agencies and will formally 

consult with the school.  All children have an 

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) on 



entry to Penn Hall School. The plan details the 

required provision for each child. The plan is  

reviewed  on an annual basis with all agencies 

involved with the child and their family.  

 
 

 

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our 

provision ? 

We have robust procedures for self-evaluation 

and monitoring our work across all aspects of 

provision. Members of the senior leadership team 

monitor aspects of teaching and learning on a  

termly basis. The Governing body play a key role 

in holding the School to account for performance. 

In addition, the school is supported and 

challenged by a LA School Improvement Adviser.  

Ofsted conducted a full inspection in June 2017 

and judged the school to be  outstanding. 

 
 

 

How does our school meet the needs of its 

pupils? 

Following initial assessment on entry to the 

school, Individual Learning Plans are created  and 

monitored. These plans are linked to each pupil’s  

Education, Health and Care Plans This enables 

pupils to access bespoke learning provision and to 

be supported through multiagency working 

where identified i.e.  through Speech and 

Language or Physiotherapy support for example. 

The school provides a curriculum of opportunity, 

which meets the needs of individual children and 

young people, fulfils statutory requirements and 

follows a developmental approach to learning. 

Records and evidence of progress are kept in line 

with the schools Assessment, Recording and 

Reporting policy and these records will be used to 

monitor the progress of children across the 

school and to inform the annual review of EHCP. 

 

How do I know how well my child is doing at 

Penn Hall School ? 

We inform you of your child’s activities and 

learning through the Class Dojo app which allows 

us to message you directly and send you 

photographs of your child at school. Some pupils 

have a home school diary.   Early in the autumn 

term you will have an opportunity to meet with 

your child’s class teacher and class team at a 



parent / teacher meeting   and again in the 

summer term. As part of the Education Health 

Care Plan (EHCP)  annual review process, you will 

be invited into school to share and contribute 

towards a report which outlines the progress your 

child is making. In addition to this  you are 

welcome to discuss your child’s progress with us 

at any time. Individual Learning Plans and 

progress towards the next steps identified in 

these are shared with parents at least termly.  

Successes are shared and  celebrated on a regular 

basis and parents are encouraged to attend 

celebration assemblies.  

 

How will the staff support my child and how will 

the curriculum be  matched to my child’s needs? 

 

All planning is highly differentiated for each child 

and the support provided for each individual child 

is outlined in their  EHC Plan and individual 

learning plans. School   staff are supported by 

members of the school nursing team, speech and 

language therapists,  physiotherapists, 

occupational therapists, educational 

psychologists and the community paediatrician. 

Wolverhampton’s Sensory Inclusion Service 

provide advice and support for pupils with 

hearing and / or visual impairment. 

What training is provided to develop staff 

expertise? 

 

 

The school is committed to a comprehensive 

training programme for all staff, which includes 

moving and handling, Team Teach, Makaton, and 

supporting the development of language and 

communication skills with children with complex 

needs. Training packages are bespoke to the 

needs of each individual staff member and may 

include additional training depending on needs of 

the pupils with whom they work or career 

enhancement opportunities. 

 

What equipment and facilities are there to 

support young people with special needs? 

 

Penn Hall School is a fully equipped, modern 

special school. 

Physical resources include: 



 Swimming pool heated to hydrotherapy 

temperatures 

 Hoists for children who require manual 

handling, including access to the swimming 

pool. 

  Multi-sensory studio 

 Specialised and secure outdoor play areas 

included a woodland based adventurous 

activity trail. 

 Disabled toilet facilities. 

 Access to specialised seating for children 

with physical difficulties. 

 Soft Play room for safe active play. 

 Rebound therapy pod 

 Two school minibuses with tail lifts for 

offsite activities 

 Computers, smart boards and iPads 

accessible for all children 

 Adapted software and hardware, eye gaze 

technology, access to low and high tech 

communication equipment (augmentative 

and alternative communication - AAC) 

 Life skills room with environmental 

control. 

In addition to day provision, Penn Hall School is 

unique in Wolverhampton in having residential 

provision . This facility offers  overnight 

accommodation for up to six children and 

young people at a time. The hostel caters for 

specific needs and requests from parents are 

encouraged and responded to. Children have 

the opportunity of being with their friends in a 

relaxed family atmosphere with a variety of 

activities being offered during their stay. 

Attention is given to the promotion of self 

help skills - a continuation of the day’s 

programme, and for children wishing to make 

extended visits elsewhere with school, or 

consider placement at residential college, the 

hostel is good preparation. A flexible approach 



is maintained so that children may stay for tea 

or even one night. However, the usual length 

of stay is one week – Monday to Friday. Most 

children seize the opportunity to “stay in 

residence” although attendance is not 

compulsory for any child. However, we do 

encourage all pupils to consider the benefits 

of participating in the residential hostel 

programme with a view to encouraging 

independence and long term emotional 

maturity. 

 

How are families involved in the education of 

their children? 

 

 

At Penn Hall School parents and families are fully 

included in the process of working with their 

children. 

This includes: 

• visits to school 

• home visits 

• Daily contact to share information through 

phone calls, Class Dojo messages , home school 

diaries 

Support from the school’s Home School Liaison 

Officer 

• Annual parents evenings 

• Annual Review of an EHCP meeting 

• Parent workshops and training 

• Coffee mornings 

• Parental Representation on Governing Body 

• Regular newsletter and text updates. 

• Informative website 

Parents, families and carers are welcome to make 

an appointment to come and see the class teacher 

or Head Teacher regarding any issues or concerns 

they may have at any point 



 

What do I do if I have a concern about the 

provision at Penn Hall School? 

 

In the first instance please contact your child’s 

class teacher. If you still have a concern then 

please contact the Head teacher. 

 

How does the school governing body deal with 

any complaint by a parent? 

 

Any complaint that cannot be resolved by the 

child’s class teacher or the head teacher is always 

referred to the chair of governors. A parent also 

has the right to take a complaint directly to any 

member of the governing body. Governors take an 

impartial view when investigating any complaint 

and will always respond to the parent in writing. If 

the complaint is still not resolved it will be taken 

by the school to the local authority who will review 

it impartially. 

 

What are the Schools arrangements for 

supporting pupils in transferring between 

phases of education  ? 

 

 

An individualised transition package is put into  

place for pupils who are joining Penn Hall School.  

This may involve home visits, face to face 

meetings with parents,  visits to feeder settings , 

visits into school supported by feeder settings and 

attendance at whole school transition events . A 

representative of Penn Hall School will attend 

EHCP reviews in advance of transition wherever 

possible and Team around  the Child meetings 

may be held to share information. 

Planning  for life after Penn Hall School begins in 

Year 9 when pupils have their first annual meeting 

with the  Connexions Advisor for Wolverhampton 

Local Authority. This meeting begins to explore a 

young person’s  hopes and aspirations for the 

future and is recorded in their ‘Getting Ready’ 

report . This process is repeated in Year 10 . From 

Year 11 up until the point at which they leave 

school., young people continue with their annual 

Connexions meeting which is the documented in 

their Career Pathway Plan. 

‘College and Cakes’ events are held on an annual 

basis to allow young people from Year 9 upwards 



 

 

 

 

and their parents the opportunity to meet with 

representatives of provision and services which 

may be available to them after Penn Hall. 

Transitions to the next phase are supported and 

information is shared as required to ensure that 

every student’s move to the next setting is  

smooth and successful.      

 

Where can I get information about the LA local 

offer? 

 

 

Details of Wolverhampton’s Local Offer for special 

educational needs and disabilities can be found 

here 

http://win.wolverhampton.gov.uk/kb5/wolverhampton/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0

